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to the Swiss h6teliers. The German mark was still
nominally high, and in any case the German Govern-
ment with its closed economy only allowed German
tourists out of Germany in whatever direction was
politically expedient. At this time it was out to
prevent Reich Germans from visiting Austria, and
it bargained grimly with the Swiss, using the excep-
tionally large number of tourists at its disposal as a
political lever. As compared with 104,800 people
employed in 1929 in Switzerland's biggest industry,
machine-making, it was reckoned that the hotels had
employed 63,300;1 all other industries came far
behind. In these circumstances the industrialists in
Switzerland, in spite of their liberal political principles
and ignoring, of course, the Nazis' short ways with
the German employing class, discovered that Hitlerism
was not so bad as it sounded and perhaps secredy
longed to treat the Swiss Trades Unions in the same
way; some of them consequendy showed sympathy,
and even generosity, to the Frontists.
Though some of its effects only emerged in 1938 and
1939, the year 1936 was a great turning-point all over
Europe and in Switzerland too. In February Gustloff,
the Gauleiter of the Reich Germans in Switzerland, was
shot dead at Davos by the Jewish youth, Frankfurter.
There was a tremendous uproar in Germany, but,
owing to more important preoccupations, nothing
much else beyond the naming of a Kraft durch Freude
ship after the victim. On the whole, Swiss feeling had
no sympathy for Gustloff, who had made himself
thoroughly unpopular. There were, however, some
disquieting incidents in relation to the Gusdoff affair,
1 Figures published by the Federal Statistical Office, Berne.